
MURDER IN MALDEN

Written by

Chris Zell

Based On A True Story

Czell@comcast.net



ii.



INT. STUDIO - DAY

The Host, JAMES MUDGE, is seated in a full body shot from 
camera two. Next to him is a table with a film canister on 
it.

JAMES
Good day. I’m James Mudge and I’m 
here to tell you of a most 
startling find. 

James turns to a mid shot at camera one.

JAMES
While giving MATV a full cleaning I 
ran across an old film canister. 

James lifts up the film canister.

JAMES
At first I didn’t think anything of 
it. If you knew this place as I 
have come to know it, finding 
anything here is not shocking.

James turns to three quarter shot from camera two.

JAMES
So I put it on my desk because it 
intrigued me. To the best of my 
knowledge MATV has never shot on 
film. At first I figured it was 
just another prop from our prop 
hoarder, I mean, executive 
director, Ron Cox. 

James turns to mid shot at camera three. He holds up the 
canister and takes out a some of the film.

JAMES
But when I opened it I not only 
found film but a musical score. It 
seemed like a silent movie that had 
been played on some long forgotten 
local television station.

James turns to three quarter shot from camera two.

JAMES
But try as I might, I couldn’t find 
any projector to play it or any 
company that had the capabilities 
to transfer it to be playable at 
MATV. 



James puts the canister back down then turns to mid shot from 
camera one.

JAMES
So I did what someone like me would 
do. I painstakingly scanned in each 
frame individually, on my own time, 
so that for the first time in close 
to sixty years we can see this long 
lost piece of history.

James stands up in a long shot from camera two. James starts 
walking slowly off the stage.

JAMES
So sit back and enjoy what I’ve 
uncovered as a shocking moment in 
Malden history as we watch the long 
forgotten silent classic, Murder In 
Malden.

CUT TO:

COMMERCIAL BREAK #1 INTO:

TITLE CARD
You are about to bear witness to...

TITLE CARD
. . .The Crime Of The Century!

TITLE CARD
Murder In Malden

NOTE: If we can’t get the next scene in public domain footage 
delete it and go to next scene using same title card first.

EXT. STREET - MORNING

A bustling turn of the century street scene. Cars share the 
road with horses. People are scurrying down the street doing 
their Christmas shopping. 

TITLE CARD
December fourteenth eighteen 
hundred and sixty-four. 

Malden, Massachusetts.

EDWARD GREEN is slightly stumbling down the street. Although 
he does have a pronounced limp he looks and acts as if he’s 
suffering the ill effects of an evening of too much drink.
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Edward arrives at a door and fumbles with his keys. He drops 
the keys into the dusting of snow. He loses his balance when 
trying to retrieve the keys so has to grab onto the wall for 
support. As with every character Edward mouths the words.

TITLE CARD
Blasted keys. It’s too cold to be 
doing this today.

Edward is standing while still holding onto the wall. He 
still fumbles with the keys but this time manages to find the 
keyhole. 

Two WOMEN pass and nod, a little put off, at Edward. He 
barely pays them any attention.

TITLE CARD
Good morning, Mr. Green. Being the 
post master must be trying this 
time of year.

Edward manages a tired smile and nod as he enters the 
building.

TITLE CARD
Every season is a trying season. 
Good day, ladies.

Edward enters the building and the women are taken aback by 
Edward’s gruff attitude. The woman shuffle off.

INT. OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER

Edward enters the office and goes right to his desk. He pulls 
out a ledger book and begins looking at it. He shakes his 
head then reaches into his desk drawer. He looks around the 
empty office to be on the same side before taking out a 
flask. Edward takes a healthy swig from the flask.

Satisfied that he’s fortified, Edward puts the flask back 
into his desk.

TITLE CARD
Nothing like a little shot of go 
get ‘em!

Edward puts his attention back to the ledger book. He’s 
nodding, scheming, trying to come up with a plan. Finally he 
takes a pencil off the desk and begins erasing.

Cut to a shot of Edward erasing a number from the ledger. He 
erases the two from the number twenty four. 
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He then goes to the bottom of the ledger and corrects the 
final number to show the new correct total.

Edward closes the ledger and unlocks a desk drawer. He 
removes a cash box from the drawer and unlocks it. He pulls 
out a pile of bills then takes a twenty dollar bill from that 
pile and put it into his pants pocket. He places half of the 
bills into a coat pocket and the other half back in the box.

Edward picks up the cash box, stands up and walks toward the 
door. He opens the door and we see a CLERK standing in the 
door. He hands the clerk the cash box.

TITLE CARD
I’m going to the bank for change. I 
shall return soon.

Edward ambles through the door as the Clerk backs away. 

EXT. STREET - MOMENTS LATER

Edward is on the street. He looks around. He looks right and 
we cut to a sign that says MALDEN BANK. Edward looks straight 
ahead. We cut to a sing that says MALDEN TAVERN. Edward walks 
straight ahead. As he passes by the building window we see 
the Clerk watching from the window. He’s sadly shaking his 
head.

INT. TAVERN - MOMENTS LATER

Edward enters the dimly lit Malden Tavern and takes a seat at 
the bar. There are a few PATRONS down the bar. No one looks 
to see who came in. They are all in their various stages of 
shame and drunkenness. The BARTENDER slowly walks toward 
Edward.

TITLE CARD
You’ve got quite the nerve showing 
your face back here today.

Edward is shocked to be spoken to in such a manner. But the 
Bartender continues.

TITLE CARD
You walked out on your bill of fare 
last night.

The Bartender reaches for a piece of paper behind the bar. He 
slaps it down on the bar.
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TITLE CARD
You owe three dollars and a 
quarter. And until you pay you’re 
not welcome here.

Edward stares at the glaring Bartender before reaching into 
his pants pocket and pulls out the twenty dollars and puts it 
on the bar.

TITLE CARD
I’ll have you know that was an 
oversight on my part. I may have 
gotten a tad over my limit last 
night.

The Bartender quickly takes the twenty off the bar. He 
inspects it in the light before making change. Edward has a 
big smile on his face.

TITLE CARD
And take out fifty cents for 
yourself, innkeeper. And a double 
bourbon for me.

The Bartender turns around and places the shot and change on 
the bar. Without hesitation the Bartender turns and heads 
down the bar. 

Edward looks at the money and the shot and takes a deep 
breath. He picks up the shot glass in one hand and begins 
taking the money from the bar with the other as he downs the 
shot.

Edward finishes the shot and collecting the money before 
nodding toward the bartender before turning to exit.

EXT. STREET - MOMENTS LATER

Edward exits the tavern and begins to cross the street. At 
the curb he carefully looks both ways down Pleasant Street. 
He has a smile on his face as he walks across the street.

INT. MALDEN BANK - MOMENTS LATER

Edward enters the Malden Bank. There are a few CUSTOMERS 
waiting in line. Edward gets the attention of the dapper 
president of the bank, ELISHA CONVERSE. Elisha sees Edward 
and smiles. 

Near the safe Edward sees MR. MERRILL the cashier handling a 
Customer. 
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Behind Mr. Merrill is a seventeen year old FRANK CONVERSE, 
the bank presidents son and part time bookkeeper. Frank looks 
up and sees Edward. He smiles and waves.

It’s Edward’s turn with Mr. Merrill. He takes the money out 
of his coat pocket and places it on the counter.

TITLE CARD
Good day, Mr. Green.

And a good day to you also, Mr. 
Merrill. I need change for the post 
office.

Mr. Merrill takes the bills off the counter and begins 
counting them. Edward leisurely looks around the bank. He 
sees Frank putting a stack of bills into the safe. Frank 
closes the safe and walks to the counter to greet Edward.

TITLE CARD
Good morning, Mr. Green.

Hello, Frank. I see you’re hard at 
work.

Frank is laughing and even Edward seems to be enjoying 
himself.

TITLE CARD
There’s a lot to learn about the 
banking business but my Father has 
been a most patient teacher.

Elisha smiles at Frank as he and Edward exchange words.

TITLE CARD
I’m sure it is he who’ll be 
teaching me soon, Edward.

You do have a bright and hard-
working young man, Elisha.

Frank is standing next to Mr. Merrill as he hands a bag of 
change back to Edward. Edward picks up the bag and nods to 
each of the men. They all nod in return.

TITLE CARD
I’ll see you gentlemen tomorrow.

Mr. Merrill is putting the bills into a drawer as he and 
Edward converse.
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TITLE CARD
Not me, Edward. I’ll be taking a 
trip into Boston for business.

Have a safe journey, Mr. Merrill.

Elisha walks over to Frank and Mr. Merrill and they watch 
Edward limp out of the bank. Elisha nods his head solemnly.

TITLE CARD
He’s too young a man to be so 
deeply in his cups.

Elisha, Frank and Mr. Merrill continue to look into the empty 
bank. Mr. Merrill adds his two cents.

TITLE CARD
And he owes almost everyone in 
town. Including those it’s best not 
to owe.

Elisha, Frank and Mr. Merrill continue to look into the empty 
bank. Frank adds his two cents.

TITLE CARD
I feel worse for his wife and 
little daughter. It’s not fair for 
someone to allow their demons to 
destroy others.

Elisha, Frank and Mr. Merrill continue to look into the empty 
bank as Elisha pats Frank on the shoulder. They all nod at 
the teenagers wisdom as they each go back to their jobs.

CUT TO:

COMMERCIAL BREAK #2 INTO:

TITLE CARD
Now back to Murder In Malden

INT. TAVERN - DAY

Edward is sitting alone at the bar. One the counter is a half 
filled shot glass and eighty-three cents on the bar. He 
reaches into his pocket pulling it inside out to show he has 
nothing else left from yesterday’s twenty. 

Edward is dejected. He unsteadily stands grabbing the bar for 
balance. He picks up the shot and downs what’s left. He 
scoops all but three cents off the bar. 
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He tries to put the change in his coat pocket but misses. He 
doesn’t notice the change tumble to the floor.

Edward begins to exit the bar. He gets to the door and is 
blinded by the bright daylight. He pulls the coat up around 
his neck and exits. 

The Bartender comes right behind him. He watches the door 
close before he bends over and picks up the eighty cents. He 
puts it in his pocket and turns to go back to work.

EXT. STREET - MOMENTS LATER

Edward is walking across the street to the bank. Snow is 
falling on the streets of Malden as he enters the Bank.

INT. MALDEN BANK - MOMENTS LATER

Frank is alone in the bank. He’s behind the counter and 
smiles when Edward enters. Edward barely pays him any mind as 
he clumsily pulls the bills from his coat pocket. Frank 
continues to smile as he takes the bills to begin counting. 

Frank begins to lazily look around the bank. He sees that 
Elisha is not at his normal seat. But the item that truly 
grabs his attention is the wide open safe. And the five 
thousand dollars piled up inside.

A larcenous expression over takes Edward’s face. You can see 
the wheels of opportunity spin wildly in his head. Could this 
be the answer to all his problems? Or the beginning of 
another batch?

Frank gently places the bag of coins on the counter and 
smiles at Edward. Edward looks at Frank as if he doesn’t 
recognise him. Edward nods to Frank as he takes the bag and 
hurries out of the bank.

Frank watches him exit with a woeful expression. You can tell 
Frank genuinely cares about people and only hopes the best 
for them.

Frank looks around the empty bank for a moment before getting 
a rag from the counter. He walks from behind the counter and 
begins wiping down the surfaces. 

INT. OFFICE - MOMENTS LATER

Edward is sitting at his desk. He’s very skittish and 
although he still seems to be debating it the longer he sits 
the more steely in his decision he becomes.
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Edward opens a drawer of his desk. He sits back and thinks 
for a moment. It’s his final debate. He’s made his decision 
and begins to stand.

That’s when we reveal the pistol.

Edward exits the office quickly. 

EXT. STREET - MOMENTS LATER

Edward, pistol hand in pocket, slowly peeks into the window 
of the Malden Bank. 

From the window the shot sees no one behind the counter, no 
one at Elisha’s desk and, more importantly, the safe is still 
open with it’s contents untouched.

Edward quickly walks to the door, opens it and enters the 
bank.

INT. MALDEN BANK - CONTINUOUS

Frank is wiping down a table when he hears the door open. He 
turns slightly to see who’s entering. He smiles while 
continuing to wipe the table.

TITLE CARD
Do you need more change, Edward? 
Let me just finish wiping this down 
and I’ll be right with you.

Frank continues wiping down the table while the camera pans 
around him slowly from his left profile to his right. At it 
pans it pulls back slowly to reveal Edward pointing the gun 
at Frank from a foot away as Frank happily continues wiping 
down the counter. 

The camera slowly zooms in on Edward as it passes Frank until 
the frame is filled with only Edward and his murderous 
weapon. Edward’s expression is one of determination and 
resolve. He seems like a different animal. Edward takes a 
deep breath and

TITLE CARD
BANG!

Edward is looking down at Frank’s body. He doesn’t seem 
bothered at all. After a beat he slowly raises the gun and

TITLE CARD
BANG!
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Edward wastes no time. He’s aware that at any moment a 
customer could walk through that door. He rushes behind the 
counter and heads directly for the safe. Proving he truly 
didn’t think this through and it’s a crime of opportunity 
Edward failed to bring a bag. So he starts jamming money in 
all his pockets. Coat pockets, pant pockets, he places some 
money in his waist band until the safe is empty. 

From his crouched position he takes a quick look over the 
counter. No one has entered. He turns back to the safe and 
closes it. He gives the tumbler a few twirls before standing 
and hurrying out of the bank. In doing so he steps over the 
lifeless body of Frank Converse. 

NOTE: if there are pickers of nit wondering why I didn’t wipe 
down Edward’s fingerprints it’s because the first US use was 
in 1882 as forgery protection. The first murderer caught 
using fingerprints was in 1892. First systematic use in US 
was in 1902. So, yeah, I checked it out.

Frank lies on the floor of the empty bank for a short while. 
Finally the door opens and a WOMAN steps in. At first she 
doesn’t see anything out of the ordinary. As the camera zooms 
in to her she notices Frank and begins to scream. The camera 
continues to zoom in until her entire face fills the screen.

COMMERCIAL BREAK #3 INTO WCAZ’S VIDEO FILE

INT. OFFICE - LATER

Edward rushes into his office and, for the first time, locks 
the door behind him. He sits at his desk and begins taking 
money out of every pocket even his pants. The pile gets 
bigger and bigger until it covers his desk. He sits there and 
admires his ill-gotten gains for a bit. 

Suddenly a thought occurs to him. He begins furtively looking 
around his office for places to hide the money even for a 
shirt time. 

Edward jumps up and gets a mail bag from the corner of his 
office. He begins stuffing money into the bag. Once all the 
money is in the bag he looks around for a place to hide it. 
Figuring it’s better to hide things in plain site he puts the 
bag behind his chair.

Suddenly Edward is startled. He looks toward the door.

TITLE CARD
Edward! You never lock this door. I 
need some stamps.
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Edward takes one last look at the bag. If his idea is going 
to work it’s now or never. Edward walks to the door and opens 
it. He leads the clerk to his desk and he steps behind it. He 
sits down and unlocks a drawer on the left and reaches in. 

TITLE CARD
I don’t know what’s going on at the 
bank but there’s quite a commotion 
outside.

Edward hands the Clerk a sheet of stamps.

TITLE CARD
Probably that young Converse boy 
stepped on the silent alarm again.

Edward and the Clerk laugh before the Clerk exits. Once the 
door is shut Edward silently goes to the door and locks it. 
He goes back to the mail bag and takes out a small bundle of 
cash and puts it in his pocket.

Edward smooths out his coat, takes a deep breath and begins 
to exit the office. The moment he opens the door the Clerk 
jumps in front of him in a panic.

TITLE CARD
The Converse boy. . .he’s been 
shot.

Edward puts his hand on the obviously distraught Clerk’s 
shoulder and nods his head solemnly before walking away 
leaving the Clerk standing there in a state of shock.

EXT. STREET - MOMENTS LATER

Edward enters the crowded street. He looks to the right and 
sees people standing outside the bank with the POLICE 
crowding around the doorway. Edward turns and starts walking 
across the street. 

On the other side of the street he runs into a MAN. The Man 
begins talking to Edward.

TITLE CARD
Isn’t that terrible? And I know 
it’s may be a bad time to ask but, 
do you have any of the money I 
loaned you?

Edward nods his head yes and pulls money out of his pocket 
and hands it to the Man.
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TITLE CARD
It part of the Christmas money I’ve 
been saving all year but who can 
think of Christmas at a time like 
this?

The Man happily grabs the money and shoves it in his pocket 
before it’s too late. The Man shakes Edward’s had before 
scurrying off into the crowd. Edward begins walking down the 
street. A few doors down he enters a store. Cut to a sign 
that says MALDEN TOY SHOP. 

INT. TAVERN - NIGHT

Edward is sitting in his usual location. Beside him are a few 
bags over flowing with gifts. Unlike other times we’ve seen 
him in here this time the place is crowded. Even then Edward 
isn’t engaged in any of the conversations. He lifts up his 
shot glass and the Bartender comes down to fill it. The BAR 
PATRON next to Edward starts talking to him.

TITLE CARD
Isn’t it a shame what happened to 
Master Converse. He had such a 
bright future.

Edward stands bolt upright then leans over into the Man’s 
face.

TITLE CARD
I will not speak of such 
travesties. They are a blight upon 
humanity and should not be spoken 
of in polite society.

Edward polishes off the rest of his shot, throws a few 
dollars on the bar, picks up his packages and exits. Everyone 
in the bar is silent watching Edward storm out. A few beats 
after the door closes everyone begins talking at the same 
time.

EXT. STREET - NIGHT

Edward is standing on the deathly silent street. The only 
people on the street other than Edward are the two 
Detectives, JONES and HEATH, who are standing guard at the 
bank. Edward pulls his coat up and begins his long trek home.

The camera moves in on Detectives Jones and Heath who are 
alternating looking in the bank and looking down the street. 
Jones and Heath are in a conversation.
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TITLE CARD
Do you have any idea who would have 
done such a thing?

I have a few suspects in mind.

TITLE CARD
Anyone I know?

Have you seen Bailey around lately?

Jones is looking at Heath thinking hard about what he just 
heard.

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM - DAY

Detective Jones is sitting at a table in front of Mr. Bailey. 
Detective Heath is pacing around the room. Mr. Bailey is 
shaking his head wildly in protest. 

TITLE CARD
I didn’t shoot that boy. I ain’t 
had nothing to do with such a 
thing. He was a good boy. I knew 
him through his kin from working at 
the rubber factory. 

Detective Heath lunges at the table just about scaring Mr. 
Bailey out of his chair. The harder Detective Heath pounds on 
the table the faster Mr. Bailey shakes his head no.

Suddenly the door opens and a Police Officer enters. He 
quickly hands Detective Heath a piece of paper. Detective 
Heath begins to read. 

Cut to the piece of paper (see file ‘Letter’ for copy. It may 
come over the screen better if you cut to the .jpg).

Detective Heath looks at Mr. Bailey then back to the paper 
then back to Mr. Bailey. He tosses the paper on the table and 
signals for Mr. Bailey to exit the room. With little 
hesitation Mr. Bailey leaves.

Detective Jones slides the paper over to him and takes a 
look. Disgusted he flings the paper off the table. Detective 
Heath sits down and puts his head in his hands. Slowly he 
looks up to Detective Jones.

TITLE CARD
We’ve got to think long and hard 
about this. I got a feeling the 
guilty party is right under our 
noses.
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EXT. PORCH - DAY

Edward knocks on a door. After a few beats a DEBTOR MAN 
answer the door. He doesn’t look too happy to see Edward and 
let’s him know.

TITLE CARD
You’d better not be coming here to 
borrow any more money. I’m at about 
my wits end with you, Edward.

Edward waves him off the pulls out some money and starts 
handing him bills. The Man is shocked to be seeing this. 
Fully paid, Edward doffs his hat to the Man (if he is indeed 
wearing a hat. If not, a wave or nod of the head will do) and 
leaves the Man standing there bewildered. 

Edward walks down the street with a jaunt in his limping 
stride. He takes some cash out of his pocket and enters a 
store waving it. He comes out moments later with no money and 
no goods. The implication is he paid a tab. 

Edward walks into the post office to begin his day.

INT. INTERROGATION ROOM - DAY

Detectives Heath and Jones are discussing the case. The table 
is piled with books. Some of them are open. 

TITLE CARD
What are we missing? There has to 
be something.

Give me the funeral register again. 
What we could be missing is there.

Detective Heath is going through the funeral register. 
Searching for names. Or, more importantly, a missing name. 
Suddenly his head snaps back from the book. 

TITLE CARD
Of the prominent people of Malden 
who should have gone to young 
Franks’s funeral guess who didn’t?

Who?

EXT. STREET - DAY

Detectives Heath and Jones are walking down the street and 
run into Debtor Man. They’re chatting amiably until Debtor 
Man’s brow furrows. 
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TITLE CARD
As a matter of fact, something out 
of the ordinary did happen today. 
That deadbeat postmaster finally 
paid all his back rent.

Detectives Heath and Jones look at each other. Detective 
Heath shakes Debtor Man’s hand as the Detectives exit the 
scene. 

INT. TAVERN - DAY

Detectives Heath and Jones are talking to the bartender. The 
Bartender is very animated. He’s nodding his head yes as he 
opens the cash register and takes out a bill.

TITLE CARD
He’s been spending in here like 
it’s going out of style. He says 
it’s the Christmas money he saved 
all year. Now that no one feels 
like Christmas he shouldn’t let it 
go to waste.

Detectives Heath and Jones take the twenty dollar bill from 
the Bartender. After they bot look at it they exchange 
glances. Cut to the bill it’s a twenty marked MALDEN BANK.

Detective Heath asks if he can take the bill but the 
Bartender is reluctant to give away that kind of cash. So the 
Detectives rummage through their pocket and between them come 
up with twenty dollars to make up for it.

TITLE CARD
This may be the big break in the 
case.

COMMERCIAL BREAK #4 INTO:

TITLE CARD
Now back to Murder In Malden

INT. ROOM - DAY

Detectives Heath and Jones are talking to a SPECIAL AGENT. 
They’re showing him a picture of Edward, the tainted twenty, 
they’re laying out the land on the best places to watch 
Edward if they’re going to trap him. The Special Agent nods 
as he collects the items from the table. Detective Heath 
covers the Special Agents hand with his and shakes his head 
no when he tries to also take the twenty. They all laugh.
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EXT. STREET - MORNING

Edward is walking down the street. He’s now totally out of 
debt but living the high life and the weight of what he’s 
done to get there are beginning to drain Edward. Without 
looking across the street he enters the Malden Tavern.

INT. TAVERN - MOMENTS LATER

Edward sits at his seat and seems worn down. The Bartender 
brings over the bottle of bourbon and pours him a shot 
without any exchange. The Bartender walks away as Edward 
pulls another twenty out of his pocket and places it on the 
bar. Joylessly Edward picks up the shot and drinks it. He 
gets up leaving the twenty on the bar.

After a beat the Bartender enters the shot, looks at the bar, 
sees the twenty picks it up and gives it a once over. He then 
puts it in his pocket while taking teh shot glass from the 
bar.

INT. OFFICE - LATER

Edward is sitting in his office. The Clerk walks in. Edward 
slowly looks up.

TITLE CARD
I need a sheet of stamps.

Edward unlocks a drawer to get a sheet of stamps. He hands it 
over to the Clerk. The Clerk turns to exit but Edward stops 
him.

TITLE CARD
Wait.

The Clerk stops. Edward leans back and picks the mail bag off 
the ground from behind his desk. It’s obvious the bag is 
empty. Has he spent all the money? 

TITLE CARD
Put this with the other bags.

The Clerk takes the bag and exits. As he’s leaving Edward 
reaches into his desk drawer and pulls out a flask. He takes 
a big swig from the flask before placing it back in his desk 
drawer. Edward opens a ledger and begins his days work.

The camera pans toward the open door. At the door we see the 
Clerk looking into the office shaking his head. Behind him 
through the window we see the Special Agent taking notes.
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EXT. STREET - NIGHT

Edward walks out of the Malden Tavern. He stumbles down the 
street. He passes a doorway where the Special Agent is 
standing. In his current state Edward pays him no heed.

Edward continues down the street. The Special Agent gives him 
a head start before tailing him. Edward continues down the 
street until he reaches another door. He looks up at the sign 
barely able to read. The sign reads: PLEASANT STREET PUB. 
Edward enters. The Special Agent waits outside a beat before 
entering.

INT. PUB - MOMENTS LATER

Edward stands at the bar. A Bartender walks over and greets 
Edward. Edward barely acknowledges him. The Bartender just 
goes about his duties and pours Edward a shot. Edward places 
a twenty on the bar before stumbling off toward the men’s 
room. The Bartender reaches to pick up the twenty but a hand 
arrives first. The startled Bartender looks up. The Special 
Agent is showing him a badge. The Bartender takes a step 
back. The Special Agent picks up the bill. He looks at it and 
slowly shakes his head. Cut to a shot of the twenty. On it is 
stamped MALDEN BANK. The Special Agent places the bill back 
on the bar and exits.

TITLE CARD
February seventh eighteen hundred 
and sixty four.

INT. DINING ROOM - DAY

Edward is seated at the head of a dining room table. Seated 
next to him is Mr. Lamson. There is no booze at the table. 
Edward looks miserable as Mr. Lamson lectures him.

TITLE CARD
Edward, I’m your friend. You have a 
family, an important job. But your 
time spent in the bottle is ruining 
it all.

Edward sits at the table unmoved. He smiles at Mr. Lamson
before pulling a flask from his pocket. Mr. Lamson’s head 
drops. Just as quickly he picks it up and looks off camera.

TITLE CARD
Who could that be at my door?

Mr. Lamson stands and exits the room. Edward takes this 
opportunity to take another long draw from his flask.
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Mr. Lamson comes back into the dining room closely followed 
by Detectives Heath and Jones. Mr. Lamson looks disappointed. 
Detectives Heath and Jones look satisfied. Edward looks at 
all of them, finishes off what’s left in his flask and tosses 
it on the table.   

Detective Heath walks over to Edward and helps him to his 
feet. 

TITLE CARD
You are under arrest for the murder 
of Frank Converse.

Detective Jones is handcuffing Edward who stands there. After 
a few beats he begins to cry. Detective Heath turns him to 
face him. 

TITLE CARD
Did you do it, Edward?

Edward looks at Detective Heath. He shuts his eyes and slowly 
nods his head yes. Detective Jones takes Edward by the arm 
and leads him out of the dining room past a flummoxed Mr. 
Lamson. Detective Heath pats Mr. Lamson on the shoulder on 
his way past.

INT. OFFICE - DAY

A still handcuffed Edward leads Detectives Heath and Jones 
into his office. He leads them into a corner and points them 
in the direction of an old boot. Detective Heath picks up the 
old boot and reaches inside. He pulls out six hundred 
dollars. Detective Heath looks at the money and fans through 
it.

TITLE CARD
There must be six hundred dollars 
here and they’re all stamped Malden 
Bank.

Edward stand there unmoved.

TITLE CARD
There’s more.

INT. FIRE HOUSE ATTIC - DAY

Edward leas Detectives Heath and Jones into a Fire House 
Attic. He walks them to a spot and nods towards it. Detective 
Heath kneels down and pulls up a floor board. He looks in 
then quickly spins his head to look at Edward. 
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Detective Heath reaches into the sub floor and pulls out 
three thousand four hundred and fifty dollars. He waves the 
bills in the air. Edward drops his head. 

TITLE CARD
There must be over three thousand 
dollars here.

Detectives Heath and Jones are leading a handcuffed Edward 
down the street.

TITLE CARD
During the trial it was proven that 
Edward paid off his debts totalling 
seven hundred dollars. It was 
assumed he drank away the other two 
hundred and fifty missing dollars.

Detectives Heath and Jones lead Edward into a building.

TITLE CARD
Once the charges were offered in 
open court Edward Green changed his 
plea to innocent. But the judge saw 
through the gambit. 

INT. JAIL - DAY

Edward is sitting in a jail cell. He’s writing on a piece of 
paper.

TITLE CARD
Edward appealed the courts rulings 
all the way to the state supreme 
court but the lower courts rulings 
were upheld and Edward Green was 
found guilty of armed bank robbery 
and the murder of Frank Converse. 

Edward is sitting alone in a jail cell with nothing else in 
the cell. A GUARD arrives to open the cell. Reluctantly 
Edward stands and walks to the cell door. The Guard takes him 
by the arm and begins to lead him away. 

TITLE CARD
On April thirteenth eighteen 
hundred and sixty six Edward Green 
was executed at the Middlesex 
County Jail. 
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INT. HANGING ROOM - DAY

The Guard places a noose over Edward’s head. Edward stands 
there staring forward. The Guard steps away. We stay on a 
stock still Edward as he awaits his fate. 

The camera pans to a shadow of Edward with the noose around 
his neck. Edward then drops out of the frame so all we see is 
the taut rope swinging back and forth. We stay on that shot 
until he ropes stops swinging.

TITLE CARD
Edward Green is the first armed 
bank robber in United States 
history.

TITLE CARD
Frank Converse is the first murder 
victim as a result of a bank 
robbery in United States history.

TITLE CARD
Edward Green is the first bank 
robber to be executed in United 
States history. 

TITLE CARD
To memorialize their son, Elisha
and his wife Mary financed the 
Frank Converse Memorial Library in 
Malden, Massachusetts.

TITLE CARD
Directed By James Mudge

TITLE CARD
Produced By Ron Cox

TITLE CARD
Written By Chris Zell

TITLE CARD
Soundtrack By *

TITLE CARD
Edited By James Mudge

TITLE CARD
Starring 
James Mudge as Edward Green

TITLE CARD
* as Frank Converse
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TITLE CARD
* as Elisha Converse
* as Mr. Merrill

TITLE CARD
* as Detective Heath
* as Detective Jones
* as Special Agent

TITLE CARD
* as Clerk
* as Mr. Bailey
* as Mr. Lamson

TITLE CARD
* as Malden Tavern Bartender
* as Pleasant Street Pub Bartender
* as Bar Patron

TITLE CARD
* as Screaming Bank Patron
* as Man
* as Debtor Man
* as Guard

TITLE CARD
Bar Patrons

TITLE CARD
Bank Patrons

TITLE CARD
Crime Scene Gawkers

TITLE CARD
Extras
*

TITLE CARD
Camera
*

TITLE CARD
Lighting
*

TITLE CARD
Historical Information Provided By 
*

TITLE CARD
Title Cards By Chris Zell
Title Cards Courtesy Of 
CopyCatFilms.com

Murder In Malden by Chris Zell              21.



TITLE CARD
WCAZ & Zell Commercials Written By 
Chris Zell
WCAZ & Zell Commercials Voice Overs 
By Eric Wong
Zell Commercials Concept By 
Christopher Zell
(yes, there are two of them)

TITLE CARD
Studio Intro Written By Chris Zell
Studio Host James Mudge
Studio Camera By *
Studio Sound By *
Studio Lighting By *

TITLE CARD
Locations
MATV
Malden, Massachusetts

TITLE CARD
Thank You

TITLE CARD
Murder In Malden 
© 2014 Chris Zell & Ron Cox

WCAZ & Zell Commercials 
© 2014 Chris Zell
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